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LESSON 15
Learning B and C on the First String

A = first finger

       fifth fret

B = third finger

       seventh fret

C = fourth finger

       eighth fret

We have already learned to play the high A on the first string.  To this we

will add the high B and High C.  Notice that if we play one note after the

other, it can be said that we are playing in the 5th Position.  That simply

means that the index finger is located at the fifth fret.  Indeed, when we

talk about playing in 2nd Position, or 3rd Position or 7th Position for

example, we are always referring to the fret at which the index finger of

the left hand is located.  This idea of playing in different positions on the

fretboard will become very important as we play more and more notes

higher up on the fretboard.  In future lessons we will talk at length about

how awareness of the position in which we find ourselves will enable us

to shift between positions with ease and confidence.  

Exercise 17
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In this piece we encounter a new symbol: a circled number (    ). In guitar

music a circled number indicates on which string to play a certain note.

Observe that the first section of this piece can be played entirely in the 5th

Position. In order to accomplish this the E, F and G which are normally

played in 1st Position on the 1st string are now to be played in 5th Position

on the second string. The left-hand fingering will tell you in which fret to 

play these notes in 5th Position since each finger relates to one fret.

O2
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Note the use of the 5th position in measures 13 through 16 and the

use of the E, F and G on the second string in measures 13 and 14.


